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October General Meeting 
Date: Tuesday, October 10, 9:30 am 

Presenter: Geisha Dutra: “Latin American and Spanish Art Music, especially Enrique 

Granados’ ‘Goyescas’” 

Refreshments:  Marcia Soule & Pat Karlick 

Curtain Raiser: Geisha Dutra 

October Calendar 
* All board and general meetings begin at 9:30am unless specified otherwise 

3 Board Meeting: Janice Park’s House 

10 General Meeting at Edmonds Unitarian Universalist Church (EUUC) 

10 Time Era Registration Deadline 

10 Early Registration Deadline for District I/II Conference ($45 by the 10th and $55 after the 10th) 

14 Distirct I/II Conference 

17 Certification Meeting: Roxanne’s House  

 

 



October Presentation 
Our October presentation and curtain raiser will be by Geisa Dutra.  Brazilian born pianist Ms. Dutra 

is the foremost performer of Latin American and Spanish art music and one of the worlds most 
outstanding interpreters of master works of the piano and chamber music repertoire.  As a recitalist 
and concerto soloist, she has performed in England, Belgium, Germany, Canada, the United States 

and Brazil.  Her presentation is titled, "Latin American and Spanish Art Music, especially Enrique 
Granados' 'Goyescas'". 

 

Welcome  
Welcome to our new EMTA Members: Amber Saldivar, Miji Yoo, and Naoko Nakamura.  

We are so happy to have you join us!! 

President’s Message 
President’s Message October 2017 
 
Hello fellow teachers, 
 
Having just come back from the Leadership Seminar in Yakima, I am really excited about all of the 
new changes and incredible benefits and programs we have access to in the coming year. One 
change is the new MTNA.org website. Check it out! If you need help accessing the members-only 
section let me know. Once you have set up your new account, you can update your profile and 
(*new*) now ALL members can opt to be included on MTNA’s “find a teacher” page. You can post 
your website too, if you have one already or have started working on one after attending Erica’s 
workshop last Saturday! 
 
It was pointed out to me at the seminar that benefits of our national membership are not always 
understood because they are often less visible.  Well, we actually can only offer the programs and 
resources we do at a local and state level because of MTNA. For example, as chapter president it is 
my job to secure general liability insurance and ASCAP music licensing through MTNA for all of our 
chapter’s events. For these two legal benefits alone, being part of a larger national organization is 
vital. Otherwise we would have to cut back programs or charge larger local/state membership fees 
than what we pay for now for local/state/national combined.  
 
Some other benefits, all of which can be found at mtna.org: recently updated tax and legal guides, a 
new document entitled “Creating and Improving Studio Policies,” monthly webinar series, Office 
Depot discount offering as much as 80% off printing and office supplies, health and wellness 
resources, teaching tips, National Certification and the new Teaching Specialist program (for teachers 
of group classes), performance and composition competitions, e-festival, American Music Teacher 
and MTNA e-journal, Music Achievement Award Program, parent and student resources including 
links to helpful websites for kids and more!  
 
The most important benefit in my opinion, however, is the connection with other teachers. I owe so 
much to all of you in EMTA that have supported and encouraged me, as well as teachers from other 
chapters in Washington and Mississippi I have known through MTNA. Especially when I was a new 

http://mtna.org/
http://mtna.org/


teacher building a studio, it really made all the difference. Let’s get the word out to music teachers 
who may be looking for professional support and learning opportunities. :) 
 
Warmly, 
 
Brandi Bassett 

 
District Conference 

 
District I & II Conference - Autumn Inspirations: Presentation and Conversations on Technique, 

Repertoire and Performance for Students of all Levels. 

Please join us for our outstanding lineup of presentations and masterclasses focusing on technique and 

tone production for students of all levels. 

9:00-9:10 - Registration table and arrivals 

9:10 - Welcome/Introduction 

9:20 - Teaching Body Awareness for Optimal Performance, Practice, and Injury Prevention - Mary 

Walby 

10:10 ~coffee break~ 

10:30 - The Russian Technique - Historical overview and incorporation of precepts into current teaching 

strategies - Nino Merabishvili and Michi North 

11:25 - Intermediate/Early Advanced masterclass with William Chapman Nyaho 

12:20 - Salad Bar lunch 

1:00 - Panel - How to get your students out of the Method Book "RUT" - with Judy Baker, Kagari 

Tanabe and Jensina Oliver 

1:50 - Tone and Texture in Chopin with Allan Park 

2:40 ~coffee break~ 

3:00 - Advanced Masterclass with Dainius Vaicekonis 

Please email me with any questions - jensina_b@yahoo.com or with send a note on facebook 

messenger. Print the attached registration form and send with your check payable to WSMTA District I. 

Alternatively, you can email the registration information to me and put the check in the mail - don't worry 

about printing off the registration page if it's too much of a hassle - just email the information you see on 

the form and then send the check in the mail. 

Please register and/or email by October 12th so that I can get an accurate headcount on lunch. Thank 

you so much! We accept registrations on the day of the event as well - I'll buy extra food to be sure that 

there is plenty for everyone, even if you decide to attend at the last minute. :-) 

Looking forward to seeing you there! 

https://www.facebook.com/nyaho?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/jensina.oliver?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/allan.park.773?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/dainius.vaicekonis?fref=mentions
mailto:jensina_b@yahoo.com


Time Era Festival 
 

2017 Time Era Festival will be held Saturday, November 4, 2017 9am to 6 pm and Sunday, 
November 5 2017 1 pm to 4 pm at Lighthammer Pianos (4440 Chenault Beach Rd, #103, 

Mukilteo, WA) 
 

The purpose of this festival is to encourage the exploration of piano music by Baroque and 
Classical Era composers. Students may perform one or more pieces from either or both of the 

time periods.  
 

Applications must be submitted no later than October 10, 2017 either to the EMTA meeting, or 
mailed to Allan Park. 

 
Please see the attached flyer for more information and to fill out the application 

 
Studio Openings 

 
The following teachers have openings for new students. Please send referrals their way! 

 
Judy Cook:  Edmonds 206-542-7642  

 
Naoko Noguchi: North Seattle/Shoreline area 206-363-5965 (home) 206-775-5371 (mobile) 

Shih-Yi Kuan: unincorporated Snohomish County just south of Mill Creek. 425-806-5038 (voice and 
piano) 

Mariya G. Koshkina: Edmonds 206 595-8554  

 

My name is Amber Saldivar and I teach in Mountlake Terrace. I am currently accepting new students, 

ages 4 and up. I have over 7 years of music teaching experience, as well as an M.A. in Counseling 

Psychology. I am passionate about developing a positive relationship with each student and instilling 

in them a love for music. I have expertise in working with students with disabilities (learning, 

developmental, and physical), Students without disabilities are welcome in my studio too! I offer 

music theory tutoring as well. Thank you for your referrals and I am excited to join the Edmonds 

chapter! 

425-495-1515, Ambersaldivar@gmail.com 

 

 

 

mailto:Ambersaldivar@gmail.com


Halloween Music 
Halloween was always my least favorite holiday. It was too spooky and gory for me. That is until I 
started teaching piano, and discovered the rich opportunity is presents! Students whose eyes may 

have glazed over for words like “staccato and legato” suddenly are interested in making their ghosts 
tiptoe or glide into the room. Students who couldn’t tell the difference between major and minor, now 
start to recognize the minor chords and scales and the “spooky” feel that gives their music. Students 
who never paid attention to dynamics or accents, now are writing in their own, so their song has just 
the right “jump scare” for their witches or goblins. Students who are bored of playing easy five finger 

pieces, love being able to play their simple melodies up and down the keyboard. There is such a 
treasure trove of music that I am just beginning to discover. To celebrate, we have a dress up 

Halloween group class where we can play our music for each other and have some Halloween treats.  

Richard Dillon has graciously given us a free Halloween song that he has composed! Please see the 
attachment  with this newsletter. 

This year I got on FJH music website and bought lots of Halloween solo sheets to try out. You can 
still get their music for 45% off if you type BOO45 in the promo code box. (Also Christmas music with 

the code ELF45). Some of my favorites are: 

Peter Pumpkin’s Halloween Dance by Peggy O’Dell 

Creeping Footsteps by Mary Leaf 

Haunted Hollow by Kevin Olsen 

A spooky Halloween by Elizabeth W. Greenleaf 

Scary Larry by Kevin Olsen 

A Frightful Night by Mary Leaf 

Cool Ghouls by Melody Bober 

Happy Halloween!  

Valerie Gathright 
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