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November GeNeral meetiNG 
Date: Tuesday, November 14, 9:30 am 

Presenter: Frances Goei: “Analysis and Theory from the First Lesson (Beginner) to the 
Advanced Student” 

Refreshments:  Naoko Noguchi and Marilyn Droz 

Curtain Raiser: Shih-Yi Kuan 

November CaleNdar 
* All board and general meetings begin at 9:30am unless specified otherwise 

4-5 Time Era Festival: Baroque Era/Classical Era (Chair: Allan) Lighthammer Piano 4440 Chennault 
Beach Rd. #103, Mukilteo; see timeera.weebly.com 

7 Board Meeting: Angela’s House: 8403 200th St SW, Edmonds, WA 98026 
Phone: (206)550-6400 

10-12 MTNA/WSMTA competitions at CWU in Ellensburg 

14 General Meeting at Edmonds Unitarian Universalist Church (EUUC) 

28 Certification Meeting: Roxanne’s House  

 

 



November PreseNtatioN 
At the November 14 meeting, Frances Goei will be highlighting music analysis from the first lesson to 
the advanced student.  Why analyze music?  When you go on a trip you need to know where you are 
going.  In music, analysis is that road map away from home and back.  With analysis, students have a 
better understanding of musical patterns, phrasing, cadences, melodic content, chord structure, form 
and so much more.  Analyzing music is also a great tool to transition to musical composition.   

Frances Goei started with an AA in music and in accounting (analytical side) from Palomar 
Community College in San Marcos, California.  She transferred to Calvin College in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan to receive her BA in music theory and composition. Then she spent 5 years studying and 
being a teacher's assistant in the Historical Musicology department at UCLA in Los Angeles.   

PresideNt’s messaGe 
 
Dear teachers, 
 
  
I extolled the benefits of state and national membership last month, so now I would like to speak 
about our own chapter.  

What makes EMTA so special? Brace yourselves for my longest newsletter message yet! 

EMTA encourages excellence and is the perfect place to build relationships with other teachers. Our 
chapter is well known for the support and friendliness shown to its members and visitors alike. We 
offer: 

-       a wealth of pedagogical resources to teachers at every level 

-       a positive, inclusive and welcoming atmosphere  

-       fabulous programs and social time at chapter meetings 

-       helpful discussions about teaching at monthly certification meetings 

-       educational workshops  

EMTA is equally well known for the large number of events we organize each year, many of which 
are quite unique to our chapter, and none of which would be possible without the continued efforts of 
our members. These include: 

 
 



Music Artistry Program (Chairs: Angela Michael-Piano, Shih-Yi Kuan-Voice) 
A wonderful educational opportunity,  he Music Artistry Program provides students with an 
opportunity to receive evaluation with a state certified Visiting Artist. Evaluations take place in March. 
  
Community Recitals (Chair: Allan Park) Two or three times per year, students have the opportunity to 
perform for senior citizens, and other local communities. 

Musicianship Festival (Chair: Roxanne Kar) This springtime festival provides students an opportunity 
to participate in the Washington State Music Teachers Association Music Literacy Program (formerly 
called Musicianship Exams). Students enter in multiple events: performance, sight reading, rhythms, 
technique, ear training, composition, and special projects. All students receive ribbons based on 
accomplishments. 

Scholarships (Chairs: Mary Beth Rogers and Bonnie Thomas) High school students may apply for the 
Joan E. Brown Scholarship. Scholarship awarded based on performance or composition (30%), non-
musical community activities (30%), musical community activities (30%) and an essay (10%). See our 
website for more info on the history and purpose of this special event! 

Time Era Festival (Chair: Allan Park) Traditionally held in November, this festival celebrates the major 
eras of music: Baroque, Classical, Romantic and Contemporary, focusing on two per year. 
Participants receive ribbons, and a few outstanding performances will be chosen for the Student 
Awards Gala. 

Concerto/Ensemble Festival (Chair: Yelena Balabanova) Traditionally held in April, this festival 
encourages ensemble playing and is open to any size or configuration of instrumentalists as long as 
one of the performers is a student of an EMTA teacher. All participants receive certificates, and a few 
outstanding performances will be chosen for the Student Awards Gala. 

Young Composers Project  A statewide program to encourage students to compose their own music. 
Winners perform at the Annual Student Awards Gala, and the annual WSMTA conference. With so 
many incredible composition teachers in our chapter we are frequently well represented at the 
conference, and this year our very own Keva Vaughan-McMorrow will be performing with them as the 
Commissioned Composer of the Year. 

Annual Student Awards Gala (Chair: Keva Vaughan-McMorrow)  A special evening in June to 
celebrate the winners of the above listed events (except the first two) and to present the JB 
Scholarship awards. All members of the community are invited to attend. Come experience 
outstanding performances from many truly exceptional young musicians! 

*Please look for more info regarding events in EMTA newsletters and on our website. You can always 
contact me or the chair listed if you have any questions! 

And there are even more events, including the State Recital Competition (chaired by Naoko Noguchi), 
Honors Recital (chaired by Jennie Holland) and Fall Workshop (chaired by Carolyn Malnes), not to 
mention the members who chair and coordinate various aspects of our meetings and festivals, 
membership, newsletter, and board members… the list of volunteers goes on and on and every one 
of you makes this chapter truly amazing. Thank you all for contributing where you are able and 



attending meetings and events when you can. I know we are all busy but it is my opinion that we get 
so much out of this organization and I am grateful to be a part of it.  

Thank you to the wonderful teachers who founded EMTA and to all of you who keep it going! Can’t 
wait to see you all at our next meeting on November 14th, 

Brandi Bassett, EMTA President 

refreshmeNt Chair 

IMPORTANT: Refreshment Chair Needed  
 
Currently, we are in need of a refreshment chair to do the following three things:  

1. 1)  Setup/take down 2 tables before and after each general meeting  
2. 2)  Purchase any needed plates/napkins/cups/silverware and drinks (water, tea, or coffee) 

for reimbursement and bring to monthly meetings 
3. 3)  Store supplies at his/her home  

 
This is a great opportunity to get to know others in the chapter better, and have a super important job 
that does not involve too much time other than coming to general meetings – and how awesome to 
have extra motivation to come each month!  
 
Refreshments will be cancelled (NO MORE REFRESHMENTS) starting in January if we do not 
have a volunteer to step up before that time. So step up! Everyone will be so grateful – you will be 
the most popular person in the whole chapter because you saved the cookies!!  
Brandi Bassett, EMTA President  
 

Clavier ComPaNioN 
 

The essential resource for pianists, piano teachers, and piano students 
 
Brought to you by the experts at The Frances Clark Center for 
Keyboard Pedagogy, Clavier Companion is the only publication in 
North America devoted exclusively to the concerns of the piano/ 
keyboard performer and teacher. 
 
Readers receive the very best in 
cogent, focused, and practical articles on music and teaching at all 
levels, in-depth interviews, reviews of new materials, directories of 
camps and festivals, and penetrating columns. 
 
Inside each issue of Clavier Companion 
 Practical solutions to everyday problems of performance and teaching 
 Articles covering the newest trends and ideas in performance and pedagogy 
 Profiles of leading pianists and pedagogues 
 Thought-provoking columns from inspiring writers 



 Reviews of the latest sheet music, editions, books, software, CDs, DVDs, and technology 
 
Order your 2018 subscription NOW through EMTA at an exclusive $20 group rate extended 
only to charter subscribers! 
 
Fill out the order form attached and bring it, along with a $20 check made payable to 
EMTA, to the EMTA General Meeting on October 10 or on November 14 at the 
latest. Or mail your completed form and check to Kathy Wolf at the address listed 
below by November 7. 
 
 

deCember PotluCk 
 
SIGN-UPS FOR DECEMBER POTLUCK - We are looking for individuals who want to perform 
a number for the December Christmas Potluck Meeting.  We would like to have at least 5 
numbers if not more for our “Curtain Raiser” portion of our meeting. 

 
They can be an instrumental number, vocal number, a reading, a poem, etc., hopefully with the 
Christmas theme.   
 
The December meeting will be at Naoko’s Noguchi’s home.  There will be a sign-up sheet at 
the November meeting for both the “ENTERTAINMENT" portion and also for the “POTLUCK" 
portion of our December meeting.  We are trying to let you know ahead of time so you can 
consider what you might do for the meeting.   
 
If you are not planning on attending the November meeting, but plan to be at the December 
meeting, please email Mary Beth Rogers or Frances Goei with what POTLUCK ITEM you will 
provide and/or ENTERTAINMENT if you choose to do so 

 

WorkshoP ideas 
Bring your suggestions and ideas for workshops! Contact our workshop chair:  

Carolyn Malnes 
malnes@comcast.net 

 
 

sPriNG festival ComPositioNs  

 
Include names, grade in school and level they entered the festival. Due at May meeting. 

Contact Carolyn Malnes for more information  
malnes@comcast.net 

 
 
 



Q & a 
 
Q: What are your Best Tips and Tricks for Fixing Flat Pinkies and Thumbs? 
 
A:  I have used Diane Hidy’s ladybugs to help with hand shape. 
http://dianehidy.com/dianehidycom/2012/8/1/ladybug-squeeze-toy. I also have my students 
place their hands on their knees and then place them on the piano. One of my students said 
it’s like scooping ice cream, so for my littles I will have them choose an ice cream flavor for 
each hand and scoop it from the knee to the piano. –Valerie Gathright 
 
 
I didn’t receive any responses from our membership, so I posted this question on the Piano 
Teacher Central and Art of Piano Pedagogy Websites. Here are some of the responses I 
received: 
 
1) Some things I say that work (while I'm watching and reminding...not always happening at 

home, though!) are: balance on each finger as it plays; press the keyboard away; lift your 
wrists (of course); don't squish the plum/cute small animal/whatever they like under their 
palm. 

2) I always say try to make your fingers look like legs of a daddy long legs 
3)  I have a hamster called Mrs Boo Boos in a cage next to my piano so ask the kids to make 

room for her underneath their hands. It works really well when she wakes up and 'listens' to 
their music!!! 

4)  I have been spending time working on seated posture: bench height for all, and support for 
the feet for smaller students. I'm a knee-bone-connected-to-the-thigh-bone style of teacher 
anyway. I'm finding that paying attention to seat leads to better placement of forearms and 
wrists; leads to more rounded, relaxed hands; leads to curved pinkies and good contact 
points. 

5) I have my students land on a karate chop on the pinky, if it's too flat. Until they get used to 
the feeling of playing to the outside of the pinky with arm positioned over. Thumb, ask them 
to play on the nail. 

6)  Flat thumb is caused by low wrists. I demonstrate and let students see that, then raise the 
wrists to show how thumb gets raised with that motion. I show them Karate chop act to let 
them know what point of the pinky to be touched to the keyboard 

 
studio oPeNiNGs 

 
The following teachers have openings for new students. Please send referrals their way! 

 
Judi Cook:  Edmonds 206-542-7642  

 
Naoko Noguchi: North Seattle/Shoreline area 206-363-5965 (home) 206-775-5371 (mobile) 

Shih-Yi Kuan: unincorporated Snohomish County just south of Mill Creek. 425-806-5038 (voice and 
piano) 

Mariya G. Koshkina: Edmonds 206 595-8554  



 

My name is Amber Saldivar and I teach in Mountlake Terrace. I am currently accepting new students, 
ages 4 and up. I have over 7 years of music teaching experience, as well as an M.A. in Counseling 

Psychology. I am passionate about developing a positive relationship with each student and instilling 
in them a love for music. I have expertise in working with students with disabilities (learning, 

developmental, and physical), Students without disabilities are welcome in my studio too! I offer 
music theory tutoring as well. Thank you for your referrals and I am excited to join the Edmonds 

chapter! 

425-495-1515, Ambersaldivar@gmail.com 

Jennie Holland (425)778-4860 I have openings for students!! Voice and piano, Seaview elementary 
neighborhood. Beginner to Intermediate  
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