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December General meetinG 
Date: Tuesday, December 12, 9:45 am 

General Meeting Potluck  

Naoko Noguchi’s home 

13027 19th Ave NE, Seattle 98125 

December calenDar 
* All board and general meetings begin at 9:30am unless specified otherwise 

No board meeting 

12- General Meeting Potluck, 9:45 

No Certification Meeting 

December clothinG Drive 
DON’T FORGET … At the December Meeting we are collecting pajamas and socks for adults - male and 
female, and also for children approximate ages 3 - 16.  We will be blessing “Mary’s Place” a family shelter that 
recently opened up in Kenmore.  With volunteers from the community and non-profit organizations, residents 
are helped in finding jobs, childcare, healthcare, etc. to get back on their feet.  The goal is to get them on their 
own within 90 days.  The families are carefully screened.  There are a number of these facilities around the 



Seattle area.  If you wish to know more about them, you can google them on the internet.  Thank you for your 
gift!       

Mary Beth Rogers 

 

December Potluck 
Main Dishes:     Frances Goei 
                          Janice Park 
                          Kathy and Peter Wolf 
                          Roxanne Kar 
                           Shih-Yi Kuan 
 
Salads:             Tamara Wagle 
                          Marcia Soule 
                          Marilyn Droz 
                         Bonnie Thomas 
                         Judi Cook 
 
Desserts:         Tim Saye 
                         Mary Beth Rogers 
 
Other:              Brandi Bassett - Chips 
                        Valerie Gathright - Fruit Tray 
                        Keva Vaughan-McMorrow - Fruit 
 
If you are planning on attending the December Meeting Potluck and have not signed up to bring 
anything, please bring a dish of something with you when you come.  This is a wonderful time of 
being together and socializing.  We hope to see you all at this meeting! 

PresiDent’s messaGe 
I am always so amazed at how this time of year brings people together. The beginning of winter has a 
certain magic. Even as the days seem shorter and more gray, and the dark nights grow longer, we 
are able to find and celebrate the light. As the winds blow more cold and harsh, we celebrate warmth 
and love. As the trees and gardens and crops become empty and barren, we share gifts, food, 
stories, and song and find fullness and joy. The magic of this season is often found in connection with 
our community through music. 
 
As I did in September for Fall, I would like to share some winter themed music that you and your 
students might enjoy. Here are some cherished classics that especially evoke the season to me: 

 
“Winter” from Four Seasons by Vivaldi 
“Winter Wind” Etude Op 25 No. 11 by Chopin 
“The Nutcracker” by Tchaikovsky  
“The Snow is Dancing” from Children’s Corner by Debussy 
“Winterreise” by Schubert 
“Now Winter Comes Slowly” from The Fairy Queen by Purcell 



“Winter” from The Seasons by Haydn 
“The Skater’s Waltz” by Émile Waldteufel  
“Troika” from Lieutenant Kijé by Prokofiev  
“Footprints in the Snow” by Debussy 
“Winter” from The Seasons by Glazunov 
Symphony No. 1 “Winter Dreams” by Tchaikovsky 
 
These and other works can be found at: 
http://www.wqxr.org/story/10-wintery-pieces-snow-day/ 
 
http://www.classicfm.com/discover-music/occasions/best-winter-music/tchaikovsky-nutcracker/ 
 
https://theamericanscholar.org/winter-classical-music/#.WiDy82KIbYV 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone at the potluck this month. I feel very fortunate to call you all my 
friends and hope you have a happy holiday season, 
 
Brandi Bassett, EMTA President 
 
 

Q & a 
 

Q: "How can you help student feel rhythm if they really don't have it?" 
 

A:  So I used to get the occasional student who had this problem, but I haven't had a single one since 
I started a zero tolerance policy for counting aloud while playing. I don't require it ALL the time, but at 
the start I do. Haven't had a single student with this problem since then. The question then is - have 
none strayed into my studio since I developed this policy, or is it working? 

 
Cathy Baylor 
 
A: In the beginning of the learning process when the playing is relatively slow, I’ve had a great deal of 
success with head nodding in a tick tock manner.  In fact, I tell my students this is the very definition 
of the word “beat" which is THE MOST IMPORTANT WORD IN MUSIC!  It literally controls the 
fingers.  Another thing I tell my students is if you can walk evenly you can count evenly and if you can 
count evenly you can play evenly.  The bottom line is, strong deliberate large muscle movements 
(head, feet) invariably direct smaller muscle movements (mouth, fingers).  I firmly believe that any 
student who counts loud enough and plays soft enough shouldn’t have a problem with rhythm. 

 
Peter Renhard 
 
A: There can be so many answers to this question.  I like this quote from Professional Piano 
Teaching: A Comprehensive Piano Pedagogy Textbook for Teaching Elementary-Level 
Students, Chapter 4, page 73: 

 
"Rhythmic errors, including uneven or unsteady tempos, are often the result of slow reading or 
inadequate technical readiness.  It may be difficult for students to read note direction and intervals, 
coordinate two hands (even if the hands never play together), keep a steady beat, and play the 
correct rhythm.  A student may understand the rhythm and know how to play it, but complicated note 



patterns may make it difficult to play the correct notes on time.  Conversely, if the student is 
concentrating on the rhythm, note errors may occur.  Therefore, the root of the problem must be 
addressed, instead of treating the symptom (the inaccurate rhythm).  When teachers help students 
prepare for spots that are more difficult to read or play, rhythmic problems are less likely to occur.  In 
addition to selecting music that motivates students, teachers can also select teaching pieces that 
focus either on a new rhythm or new notes (but not both).  Students are better able to focus their 
attention on new rhythm and note-reading elements if other difficulties in the music are minimal." 
 
This is assuming that the student is tapping the rhythm of each new piece to help them feel and hear 
the rhythm.  There are also many simple games that can be used. 
 
Janice Park 
 
A: Since we had the presentation on Delacroze I’ve been having my students “walk out “their pieces 
when they get stuck. We get off the bench, take their piece in hand, and we use movement to analyze 
their piece. We do the “jogging (8th notes), “walking” (quarter notes), “Be-nd” (half notes) “Be-nd snap 
(dotted half notes), etc… After we’ve walked through their piece a couple of times around my living 
room, and I know they have it, I will then play their piece while they walk it out on their own. Then we 
sit down at the piano and they try it again, it is usually much better after we’ve done this. 
 
Another idea that Judy Baker has taught me is to have them tap out the right hand rhythm with the 
right hand, the left hand rhythm with the left hand, then both hands’ rhythm with both hands on their 
lap before they try the piece. 
 
Valerie Gathright 

 
stuDio oPeninGs 

 
The following teachers have openings for new students. Please send referrals their way! 

 
Judi Cook:  Edmonds 206-542-7642 

 

Shih-Yi Kuan: unincorporated Snohomish County just south of Mill Creek. 425-806-5038 (voice and 
piano) 

Mariya G. Koshkina: Edmonds 206 595-8554  

 

My name is Amber Saldivar and I teach in Mountlake Terrace. I am currently accepting new students, 
ages 4 and up. I have over 7 years of music teaching experience, as well as an M.A. in Counseling 

Psychology. I am passionate about developing a positive relationship with each student and instilling 
in them a love for music. I have expertise in working with students with disabilities (learning, 

developmental, and physical), Students without disabilities are welcome in my studio too! I offer 
music theory tutoring as well. Thank you for your referrals and I am excited to join the Edmonds 

chapter! 

425-495-1515, Ambersaldivar@gmail.com 



Jennie Holland (425)778-4860 I have openings for students!! Voice and piano, Seaview elementary 
neighborhood. Beginner to Intermediate  

Tamara Wagle tamara@musical-you.com. Openings for students in Bothell/Redmonds 

Peter Renhard  I have an opening for a piano or guitar student in the Edmonds/Lynnwood area.  I will 
come to their home. prenhard1@comcast.net 
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