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January General MeetinG 
Date: Tuesday, January 9, 9:30 am 

Presenter: Cathy Baylor “Growing Your Music Studio” 

Refreshments:  Jeanette Gould and Debbie Ji 

Curtain Raiser: Roxanne Kar 

January Calendar 
* All board and general meetings begin at 9:30am unless specified otherwise 

2: Board Meeting Frances' House 

9- General Meeting  

9- Deadline for MAP registration and specific requests for studio time slots 

23- Certification Meeting at Roxanne's House 

 

January Presentation 

 



"Growing Your Music Studio"  
 

Presented by:  Cathy Baylor, Nationally. Certified Teacher of Music (NCTM) 
 

Have you always wanted to teach music lessons, but haven’t known how to go about getting the word 
out about your new plan?  Or perhaps you have a studio already, but would like more students. 

 
Cathy Baylor, NCTM, will be discussing what she has learned about technology and other marketing 
techniques since starting her piano studio in 2004.  Included will be:  how to develop your product; 
how to use technology including Search Engine Optimization, to market yourself; and fascinating 

information about her recent run for local school board and what she learned about self-marketing 
from this experience. 

 

 

President’s MessaGe 
For the new year I would like to share Five Resolution Ideas for music teachers. I found this list 

on the Music & Arts blog (see thevault.musicarts.com). Hopefully something will inspire you for 

2018! 

1. Try something new! This could be a new approach in your teaching or new 

professional goal or personal challenge. Carpe diem! 

2. Connect with other educators. This is one of the great benefits we have through 

EMTA. Try to make those connections more meaningful and abundant this year. Attend 

a concert or workshop together, meet for lunch or coffee, introduce yourself to someone 

new and reach out to educators outside of EMTA. 

3. Protect your passion. (I love everything in this paragraph on the website so I am just 

copying it all here) “As an educator, your most valuable asset is your love of music and 

your instrument. After all, if you didn’t love music would you really be teaching it? This 

year, resolve to take steps to protect that passion. Whether it’s finding opportunities to 

perform, attending local concerts, taking lessons of your own, or making an effort to 

listen to your favorite composers, do whatever you can to stay in love with music. Unless 

you perform on the side, chances are you don’t spend much time actually playing your 

instrument yourself. Set aside time each week to sit down and play your instrument, 

even if it’s just rattling through some scales or figuring out how to play something by ear. 

Better yet, get some friends involved and form your own band or practice group.” 



4. Get to know your students. Allow time in the lesson for conversations and let students 

know you care about them and what’s going on in their life. This could make all the 

difference for them and leave a lasting impact. 

5. Stress less. Make self-care a priority this year. Take time to relax and unwind regularly, 

whether through meditation, movement, movies, moms' night out, or any activity that 

works for you. And remember stress affects others around you too. If students seem 

stressed stop, stretch, breathe, do something to help them feel calm. Sometimes 

laughter is the best medicine. 

Wishing you all a very happy new year! 

Brandi Bassett 
 

 
oPen Positions 

Historian: I recently picked up the scrapbooks that had been in the care of our last historian. It 

would be great have someone continue to collect and organize our chapter’s photos. Each 

historian has gone about it a bit differently, so whether you like to make digital or physical 

albums we could use your help! 

 

Publicity chair (or committee): The Edmonds chapter has so much to offer new members and 

vice versa, and we want everyone to know it! This means doing more to get the word out to 

 other teachers and potential students and our community through social media, newspapers, 

college campuses, pedagogy workshops, etc. While every member can help in this effort it 

would be great to have a person (or team of people) focused on this task. 

Both of these positions offer the opportunity to get to know the chapter and its members better 

and serve your community. The board can help with ideas and support to get you started. 

Please let Brandi Bassett know if you are interested or if you have any questions. Thanks! 
 

CoMMunity event 
 

Following the Ninth:  In the Footsteps of Beethoven's Final Symphony! At EUUC 
 

Edmonds Universalist Unitarian Church will be showing "Following the Ninth: In the Footsteps of Beethoven's 
Final Symphony on Saturday, January 13, 2018 at 7pm. The 2013 documentary, "Following the Ninth" explores 



the impact music has played throughout history, with special emphasis on the last Movement of Beethoven's 
Ninth Symphony (known to many of us as 'Ode To Joy').  After the film and light refreshments, there will be a 
musical celebration. We're hoping that audience members will bring musical instruments and their singing 
voices to participate in an instrumental/vocal jam. Lyrics will be provided. This could be a great activity to 
invite your students to!  

thank you 
 
I have received numerous compliments regarding the program for our December meeting.  I wish to 

pass that on to all of you who participated in some way.  For those who entertained us -  Naoko 
Noguchi, Frances Goei, Marilyn Droz, Peter Renhard, Roxanne Kar and Amber Saldivar.  The 

numbers were entertaining and such a nice variety.  Also, thank you to all who brought food and who 
brought pajamas and socks for Mary’s Place.  The business meeting was short, so we had lots of 
time to visit.  This was another wonderful opportunity to get to know some of your fellow teachers.  

We had a large variety of food for our potluck and Naoko organized it so beautifully.  I believe 
everyone who came truly enjoyed themselves.  A VERY BIG THANK YOU TO ALL! 

 
Mary Beth Rogers 

 
 

 

February MeetinG ProGraM 
 

At the February Meeting we will be welcoming our New Members who have joined EMTA.  We will 
hold our regular business meeting with our curtain raiser.  We would like to do something a little 

different for our program part of the meeting.  We are asking that everyone be involved by bringing 
something they use in their piano studio that is a hit with their students.  It could be a musical game 

that they play, a computer app, some kind of prop, a favorite piece of music, etc.   
 

We will lay all of these items on tables for everyone to peruse.  We will then choose a few of the items 
with the person who brought them to actually stand up and share how and why it is a hit.  If everyone 

brings one item, we should have plenty to choose from.  THIS WILL ONLY WORK IF EVERYONE 
BRINGS AT LEAST ONE ITEM!  We are calling this program, “My Favorite Things!” 

Mary Beth Rogers 
 
 

February MeetinG lunCheon 
As part of our General Meeting on Tuesday, February 13th, we will be having a luncheon to welcome 
our new members who have joined during 2017/2018. You are welcome to bring your own lunch, but 

for just $3 there will be available the following for your lunch: 

 
Turkey breast, roast beef, Virginia Ham, 

 American cheese, domestic Swiss cheese, 

 black olives, green leaf lettuce, sliced tomatoes 



 Potato Salad, Caesar Salad 

 Mayonnaise, Mustard, and Rolls, and bottled water   

In addition, the refreshment committee will be providing dessert, veggies and fruit.    

 
Please RSVP by Friday, February 9th.  The cost of lunch is $3.00 and the check should be made out 

to me, Janice Park.  My address is 13118 Harbour Heights Dr., Mukilteo, WA  98275 

Any questions?  My email is janicewpark@cs.com or you can text me at 425-263-6471 

Thank you, Janice Park 

state reCital CoMPetition 

The State Recital Competition will be held on Sunday, March 18, 2018 at 2:00 pm at Edmonds 
Unitarian Universalist Church. The purpose of this competition is to select Representatives from our 

chapter to perform at WSMTA/OMTA joint Conference Honors Recital in Vancouver, WA on June 21-
23. Alternates will perform at District 1 Honors Recital in Everett on April 29th at 3:00 pm.  

 
In order to participate in this competition, students must perform 2 solo pieces from memory in the 

chapter Music Artistry Program. 
 

Competition Repertoire: Each student will perform 2 memorized pieces from different musical periods 
and each piece must not exceed 5 minutes in length (10 minutes total). Cut is allowed. Registration 

Deadline: February 13 at 11:00 am (EMTA meeting). 
 

 If you have questions, please contact Naoko Noguchi nnoguchi29@gmail.com 
 
 

edMonds MusiCianshiP Festival (eMF) 
Believe it or not it is time to begin preparations for the Musicianship Festival. Cathy has 
a detailed list to get you started on your studio preparations. In the meantime, here are 

the most important dates and details to consider! 
This ribbon festival provides not only an opportunity for students to perform their 

repertoire, but also a way for you to measure the growth of your students through the 
examination process. Be prepared to be prepared! Start planning early and your students 

will have a successful time! 
First, make sure you have reserved May 18th from 6:30pm – 8:30pm (set-up night) and 
May 19 th from 8:30am – 4:00pm (the Festival). This event requires teamwork from all 

EMTA members! 
The registration deadline is April 10th . You can find more information about this in the 
document Musicianship Festival 2018 Teacher Information when it'suploaded to the 

website. 
HOW TO FIND ALL MUSICIANSHIP FESTIVAL DOCUMENTS 

Go to edmondsmusicteachers.org 
At the top select “Current Members” 

This is password protected. If you are a paid member contact Valerie Gathright for the 
password. 

Scroll down and select “Event Registration Forms” 
All of the documents you will need will be under the category “Musicianship Festival” 



  
Our Festival team is working diligently to have all the important documents up on our 
website. All Musicianship Festival 2018 documents will be on our website by February 
1 st . Until then here are a few things you can be doing to prepare for Examinations: 
1. Review and use the Level 1 – 10 Check-list as a rubric for preparing your students 

for the exams. 
2. Practice, practice, practice using the correct “Language of the Evaluations”. There 

are multiple terms we use in our studios. It is very important that you prepare your 
students for their exams with the testing terminology. 

3. Sign-up to volunteer! 
4. Email or call me (Roxanne) at 206-498- 3617 or roxannekar@hotmail.com with 

contact information of others willing to volunteer their time. 
5. Promote the event in your studio. 

  
If you have any questions please feel free to contact me. 

Roxanne Kar 
 
 

MusiC literaCy ProGraM exaMs 
 

MUSIC LITERACY PROGRAM EXAMS (NEE, “MUSICIANSHIP EXAMS”) 
The big news this year about our Musicianship Festival Exams is the name change, and the 

pricing structure. 
The Exams will no longer be called, “Musicianship Exams;” they will now be called “Music 

Literacy Program Exams.” 
Are there other changes? There may be some, but we’re not sure about details yet. We don’t 

expect that there will be great changes, but the Captain Teams for each exam-type will be 
poring over every detail between now and the Festival, and we’ll tell you about anything we find. 

One major change, however, is the WSMTA pricing structure. They have increased the price 
they are charging EMTA to $3.50 per student. This is a 50 cent increase. In addition, they are 

charging an EXTRA $3.50 for each student who takes more than 5 exams. 
Be aware that we allow students to participate in only 10 events (12 if they chose to do both a 
project and a composition); if they decide to do 6 exams (this would mean students would take 
some exams at more than one level, since there are only 5 exam categories) they will have to 

participate in fewer performances. The total cannot exceed 10. 
Keep your ear to the ground regarding updated information on all of this! 

 
HOW TO PREPARE YOUR STUDENTS FOR THE MUSIC LITERACY PROGRAM EXAMS 

You are probably doing most of the things required by the exams with your students already. I 
suggest you read this document for a good overall description of the program: 

https://wsmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/ABOUT- THE-MUSIC- LITERACY-PROGRAM.pdf 
As far as actual exam preparation, you will need to know the requirements. You should 

DEFINITELY download the Music Literacy Program Handbook (link below). This is a 
comprehensive list of all the topics covered in the exam, and will allow you not only to evaluate 

what your students now know, but it will provide you with the information you need to to continue 
to prepare them for the big day: 

https://wsmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/MLP_handbook.pdf 
This is a big document! You may also find the two following documents useful - they are 

condensed checklists of the requirements detailed in the handbook: 
https://wsmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/MLP_levels1- 10_checklists.pdf 



https://wsmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/MLP_scale_reference_sheet- 1.pdf 
EMTA has developed its own PRIMER LEVEL theory test, and its own SightReading rubric. 

Here are the documents that outline these: 
https://edmondsmusicteacher.files.wordpress.com/2016/05/emta-mus- exam-guidelines- theory- 

primer.pdf 
  

https://edmondsmusicteacher.files.wordpress.com/2016/05/sight-reading- rubric.pdf 
Also: look for a new Rhythm Rubric a little later. This is currently under development. 

Technique exams have been particularly difficult for us to manage, due to the number of 
students who want to participate, and the length of the exams. And so we have developed our 

own “protocol” documents for this. Please read and comply with these documents so our 
student experience will be better, and our students won’t have to stand in long lines: 

https://edmondsmusicteacher.files.wordpress.com/2016/05/teacher-technique- protocol.pdf 
The folllowing, “Language” document goes hand in hand with our technique protocol document: 

https://wsmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/The_Language_of_the_Evaluations.pdf 
Finally, the following resource list shows outside sources that might be helpful for you: 

https://wsmta.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/MLP- Resource-List.pdf 
I know this is a lot to digest, but take it in small bites. Don’t expect to do everything perfectly 

your first year, or even your fifth. Remember, it is a non-competitive program, and your students 
are bound to learn more just by participating at any level. 

And always, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me 
(cathybaylor8@gmail.com) or any other experienced EMTA teacher. We are all happy to help 

you! 
Cathy Baylor 

 

Q & a 
The topic for February's Noteworthy Q & A will be: 

 
Organizing your lessons: How do you "fit it all in", especially for 30 minute lessons?" How do you 

structure your time? Are there some things you teach every week, and others you teach only every 
other week?  

 
Please email your responses by January 30 as well as all your great ideas for future topics! 

 
Valerie Gathright 

 
 
 

uPCoMinG events 
 

Young Artist Recital: February 17 at Lighthammer Piano 
Honor's Recital March 17 at 2pm and 3:30pm at EUUC 
State Recital Competition: March 18 at 1pm at EUUC 

Non-Keyboard State Recital Competition (for voice, strings, etc): April 7th at 10am at the Hartley 
Mansion 

District Honors Recital is April 29: 3pm at the Hartley Mansion 
Concerto/Ensemble: April 28 at Lighthammer PIano 

Joan Brown Scholarship Auditions: May 5 at Bonnie Thomas' Home 
Vote for new President: May 8 



Musicianship Festival: May 19 at Edmonds United Methodist from 9-4 
Student Awards Gala: June 2 at EUUC 

State Conference in Vancouver, WA Jun 20-23 
 

studio oPeninGs 
 

The following teachers have openings for new students. Please send referrals their way! 
 

Dr. Miji Yoo: Bothell 562-565-5549 
 

Judi Cook:  Edmonds 206-542-7642 
 

Shih-Yi Kuan: unincorporated Snohomish County just south of 
Mill Creek. 425-806-5038 (voice and piano) 

Mariya G. Koshkina: Edmonds 206 595-8554  

My name is Amber Saldivar and I teach in Mountlake Terrace. I  

am currently accepting new students, ages 4 and up. I have over 7 
years of music teaching experience, as well as an M.A. in Counseling Psychology. I am passionate 
about developing a positive relationship with each student and instilling in them a love for music. I 
have expertise in working with students with disabilities (learning, developmental, and physical), 

Students without disabilities are welcome in my studio too! I offer music theory tutoring as well. Thank 
you for your referrals and I am excited to join the Edmonds chapter! 

425-495-1515, Ambersaldivar@gmail.com 

Jennie Holland (425)778-4860 I have openings for students!! Voice and piano, Seaview elementary 
neighborhood. Beginner to Intermediate  

Tamara Wagle tamara@musical-you.com. Openings for students in Bothell/Redmonds 

Peter Renhard  I have an opening for a piano or guitar student in the Edmonds/Lynnwood area.  I will 
come to their home. prenhard1@comcast.net 
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